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WESTERLY TYPE.

In this type the permanent belt of anticyclones does
not extend very far north, and pressure decreases steadily
from the tropics towards the north. Under these circum-
stances, cyclones are developed on the north, side of the
Atlantic anticyclone, which roll quickly eastwards along
the high-pressure belt and usually die out after they
have become detached from the Atlantic anticyclone in
their eastward course. Their intensity, and consequently
the weather they produce, may vary almost indefinitely.
When the cyclones are formed so far south that their
centres cross Great Britain, and are of moderate size, the
intensity is usually great, and severe well-defined storms,
with sharp shifts of wind, are experienced. These occur
most frequently in spring and autumn, and are the most
destructive storms which traverse Great Britain.

In another modification, while the pressure is low to
the north, and the isobars run nearly due east and west,
the whole of the arctic area of low pressure surges south-
ward, with an exceedingly ill-defined cyclone, bringing a
rim of steep gradients along the edge of the Atlantic
anticyclone, and across Great Britain, in a manner
analogous to the phase of southerly type before ex-
plained. The indications then are for rain, and westerly
gales, with very little shift of wind. This phase belongs
almost exclusively to the winter months.

But the commonest modification at every season, and
that which forms about seventy per cent, of European
weather, is when the intensity is moderate, and the
cyclone paths are so far to the north of the British